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Communication, in its various forms, is something most individuals take for granted because it comes naturally.  Yet, hearing or singing the lyrics to a favorite song, holding an engaging conversation with someone, or simply letting another individual know about how the day is going are not effortless tasks for everyone.  Communication deficits can reduce one’s ability to reach others.  Individuals with communication disorders are unable to benefit and prosper from participation in daily communication activities.  Yet, it is important for each and every individual to have the opportunity to interact with others to make connections, to develop, to learn, and to form relationships with those around them.  Speech-language pathologists have the privileged opportunity to serve and enhance the lives of these individuals with communication disorders in their own communities and beyond.  
There are certain “spots of time” in an individual’s life that he or she returns to over and over again because of the great impact those moments had on him or her in one way or another.  All of these poignant moments carry so much meaning and help to shape him or her as an individual.   I believe the importance of the speech-language pathology profession is rooted in generating these moments and positive turning points in the lives of others. Speech-language pathologists are committed to their practice and play a role as a driving force in the overall success of their clients.  Speech-language pathologists have the ability to inspire and touch the lives of others.  Being able to have a significant impact and influence on others so that they can find their own way in the world and discover their own true passion in life is rewarding.  A speech-language pathologist becomes a strong support system and advocate for others by having the opportunity to inspire their clients to do their best and reach their full potential.  
Research is another aspect of the importance of the speech-language pathology profession which is essential to the continued expansion of the field.  With innovative research and developmental procedures, great strides can be made in the field of speech-language pathology; these procedures have the ability to open new windows of opportunity for the future.  I am currently in the process of completing my Honors Thesis project, Theory of Mind Reasoning in People with Aphasia: The Role of Language and Executive Functions, with one of my professors, Dr. Ramachandra, at Marywood University.  Through this experience, I have been able to interact with aphasic individuals for the first time in my life.  As a result of pursuing this learning opportunity, it has become clear to me that effective research from the past can help to benefit and enhance current research, as well as future research.  By continuing to make connections and expand on research that is already available, speech-language pathologists can make positive contributions to this ever-evolving profession.

A quote by speech-language pathologist Megan Hodge particularly touches me because it seems to sum up the importance of the profession: “…a career in speech-language pathology challenges you to use your intellect (the talents of your mind) in combination with your humanity (the gifts in your heart) to do meaningful work that feeds your soul….”  Speech-language pathologists are able to put a smile on a client’s face by helping him or her to communicate with his or her loved ones.  Individuals in this profession play a role in giving everyone the opportunity to successfully communicate.  Whether it is helping a child with /s/ in initial position so he or she pronounces “school” correctly, working with an adult who is suffering from a language disorder after a stroke, or conducting research that could perhaps play a noteworthy role in relation to future professional endeavors, speech-language pathologists go out into the world on a mission to help others.  A compassionate and caring professional who possesses a genuine passion for helping others communicate effectively sheds a great light on the importance of this profession. 
